MASSACHUSETTS
LAW REFORM advocates HA
Massachusetts INSTITUTE Lawyers Fighting for Health Care Justice

Immigrant & Refugee HeartH CARE
Advocacy Coalition For ALL

‘Public Charge’ in the Time of COVID-19

It is more important than ever to have health care coverage! Find out what type of
health care coverage you qualify for and how to sign up.

What should I do if | have symptoms or want to get tested?
Current symptoms reported for patients with COVID-19 have included mild to severe respiratory
illness with fever, cough, and difficulty breathing.’

e If you have a primary care provider, call them for guidance.

e If you don’'t have a primary care provider, call your local Community Health Center.

¢ If you want additional information, call 2-1-1.

If you are experiencing an emergency and need immediate medical care, go to the nearest
hospital emergency room or call 911. In Massachusetts, testing and treatment for COVID-19 is
available free of charge for most low-income residents, regardless of immigration status.
Hospital staff can check your eligibility and help you sign up for coverage.

Will getting tested and receiving treatment for COVID-19 make me a ‘public charge’?

No. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has said that it will NOT consider testing,
treatment, or preventive care (including a vaccine if one becomes available) related to COVID-19 in
deciding whether an applicant for a green card is likely to become a “public charge.”

What if | can't afford testing?

¢ In Massachusetts, all public programs such as MassHealth and Health Safety Net, and Health
Connector plans (including Connector Care) and unsubsidized plans cover testing and
treatment of COVID-19 with no out-of-pocket expenses.

o All employer-based plans cover testing for COVID-19 with no out of pocket expense, and about
half cover treatment with no out of pocket expenses. For other employer-based plans, the out of
pocket costs for COVID-19 treatment will depend on your plan.

Will collecting unemployment benefits make me a ‘public charge’?

No. Unemployment benefits are earned and are ALWAYS exempt from the public charge test.
Remember that you must have proof that you are eligible to work (such as an Employment
Authorization Document) in order to apply for unemployment benefits. Also, a valid Social Security
number must be provided on the unemployment benefits application.?

I am not eligible for benefits, but | want to apply for benefits for my U.S. citizen children. Will this
make me a 'public charge’?

No. Benefits received by other family members, such as food stamps (SNAP) for U.S. citizen
children, are NOT counted when determining if a green card applicant is likely to become a public
charge.

Where can | find more information about ‘public charge’?
You can find more information about public charge rules, the many categories of immigrants who
are not affected by them, and the benefits considered here: www.miracoalition.org/pif.

1 https://www.mass.gov/info-details/frequently-asked-questions-about-covid-19#should-i-be-tested?
2 For a list of benefits available to everyone, regardless of immigration status, go to
https://www.masslegalservices.org/publiccharge and check out the Benefits For All resource.



https://www.mass.gov/service-details/eligibility-for-health-care-benefits-for-masshealth-the-health-safety-net-and
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-masshealth-the-health-safety-net-or-the-childrens-medical-security-plan
http://www.massleague.org/
http://www.miracoalition.org/pif
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/frequently-asked-questions-about-covid-19#should-i-be-tested?
https://www.masslegalservices.org/publiccharge
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SQLCh5fmjwj5fKxZNa4RUoKbEyzfOpIspTHaGUWprhY/edit?usp=sharing
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‘Carga Publica’ en los Tiempos del COVID-19

iEs mas importante que nunca tener seguro médico! Vea para qué clase de cobertura
médica califica y como registrarse.

¢Qué hago si tengo sintomas o quiero hacerme la prueba?
Los sintomas que se han reportado en pacientes con COVID-19 incluyen enfermedades
respiratorias, de leves a graves, con fiebre, tos y dificultad para respirar.’
e Sitiene un proveedor de atencion primaria, llamelos y pidales consejo.
e Sino tiene un proveedor de atencién primaria, llame a su Centro de Salud Comunitario local.
e Sidesea informacidn adicional, llame al 2-1-1.

Si tiene una emergencia y necesita atencion inmediata, vaya a la sala de emergencias del
hospital mas cercano o llame al 911. En Massachusetts, la prueba y el tratamiento para COVID-
19 estan disponibles gratis para la mayoria de los residentes de bajos ingresos, no importa su
status migratorio. El hospital puede verificar su elegibilidad y ayudarle a inscribirse.

¢Hacerme la prueba y recibir tratamiento para COVID-19 me hara una ‘carga publica’?

No. El Servicio de Ciudadania e Inmigracién de EEUU (USCIS) ha dicho que NO considerara la
prueba del COVID-19, el tratamiento o la atencién preventiva (incluyendo una vacuna si esta
disponible) en decidir si es probable que una persona vaya a convertirse en una “carga publica”.

¢Qué pasa si no puedo pagar las pruebas?
¢ En Massachusetts, todos los programas publicos, como MassHealth y Health Safety Net, y
los planes del Health Connector (incluyendo al Connector Care) y los planes no subsidiados
cubren las pruebas y el tratamiento de COVID-19 sin gastos de bolsillo.
o Todos los planes pagados por empleadores cubren la prueba para COVID-19 sin gastos de
bolsillo, y mas o menos la mitad cubren el tratamiento sin gastos de bolsillo. Con los otros,
los costos de bolsillo para el tratamiento por COVID-19 dependeran de su plan.

¢Reclamar beneficios de desempleo me convertiria en una ‘carga publica’?

No. Los beneficios de desempleo son ganados, y SIEMPRE estan exentos de la prueba de carga
publica. Recuerde que para pedir beneficios de desempleo, necesita prueba de que elegible para
trabajar (como una Tarjeta de Autorizacién de Trabajo o EAD). También necesita dar un nimero de
Seguro Social valido con la solicitud de beneficios de desempleo.?

No soy elegible para recibir beneficios, pero quiero solicitar beneficios para mis hijos ciudadanos
estadounidenses. ;Esto me haria una ‘carga publica’?

No. Los beneficios recibidos por otros miembros de la familia, como los cupones de alimentos
(SNAP) para nifos ciudadanos de EEUU, NO se cuentan al determinar si es probable que un
solicitante de tarjeta verde se convierta en una carga publica.

¢Donde puedo encontrar mas informacion sobre ‘carga publica’?
Puede encontrar mas informacién sobre “carga publica”, las categorias de inmigrantes que no son
afectados, y los beneficios que se consideran aqui: www.miracoalition.org/pif.

1 https://www.mass.gov/info-details/frequently-asked-questions-about-covid-19#should-i-be-tested?
2 https://www.mass.gov/info-details/frequently-asked-questions-about-covid-19#should-i-be-tested?
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